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Background of the Invention 

The enzymatic activity of antioxidant proteins differs in cancer cells as 
compared to their normal tissue counterparts. At present there are no products 
available that can be injected directly into a tumor that will decrease the level of 
expression of antioxidant enzyme genes. 

Therefore, there is an ongoing need for therapeutic agents and methods to 
efficiently decrease the level of expression of antioxidant enzyme genes. 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention provides an oligonucleotide that is an antisense 
nucleic acid sequence that specifically binds to an antioxidant enzyme mRNA 
start codon, wherein the sequence is about 18 to 26 nucleotides in length, such as 
about 20 nucleotides long. The nucleic acid is DNA, and the nucleic acid may 
be phosphothiolated. The antioxidant enzyme mRNA to which the 
oligonucleotide binds may be manganese superoxide dismutase, copper and zinc 
superoxide dismutase, catalase, phospholipid glutathione peroxidase, or 
cytosolic glutathione peroxidase. The nucleic acid sequence may be 90%, or 
even 100% identical to the nucleic acid encoding an antioxidant enzyme. 



The present invention also provides methods of treating an antioxidant 
enzyme malfunction disorder in a mammal, such as a human, by reducing 
antioxidant enzyme levels in a cell by administering a therapeutic agent 
comprising an oligonucleotide described above. The disorder to be treated may 
5 be a tumor, heart disease, arthritis, or neurodegenerative disease. The method 
may involve the injection of the therapeutic agent into a tumor. The therapeutic 
agent may contain a delivery vehicle, such as lipofectamine or A^-[l-(2,3- 
dioleoyloxy)propyl]-A^,iV,A r -trimethylammoriium methyl sulfate ("DOTAP"). 

10 Brief Description of the Figures 

Figure 1: Human manganese superoxide dismutase (MnSOD) 
nucleotide and amino acid sequences. MnSOD antisense ODNs were targeted to 
the ATG start site and are designated as oligo 1, oligo 2 or oligo 3. 

Figure 2 A: Western analysis of MnSOD immunoreactive protein in 
15 Ul 1 8-9 human glioma cells after treatment with antisense oligonucleotides. 

Figure 2B: Gel analysis of MnSOD activity in Ul 1 8-9 human glioma 
cells after treatment with antisense oligonucleotides. 

Figures 3A-3C: MnSOD, Catalase Western and GPx native 
immunoblot analysis of MCF10A and MCF-7 breast cancer cells. 
20 Figure 4: Comparison of MnSOD protein expression levels. Lane 1 

contained control MCF-7, lane 2 contained Effectene (10 |al/ml) and lane 3 
contained antisense MnSOD (1 |iM). 

Figure 5: Comparison of the effects of Effectene and antisense MnSOD 
on MCF10A and MCF-7 cells. Control cells are also shown. 
25 Figure 6: Graph depicting the effects of Effectene and antisense 

MnSOD on MCF10A and MCF-7 cells as compared to control cells. 

Figure 7A-B: Comparison of MnSOD protein expression levels in 
MCF10A and MCF-7 cells. Lane 1 contained control MCF-7, lane 2 contained 
antisense MnSOD (10 [iM), lane 3 contained scrambled MnSOD (10 uM), lane 4 
30 contained mismatch MnSOD (10 uM), and lane 5 contained sense MnSOD (10 
u.M). 

Figure 8: Graph depicting MnSOD protein expression levels in 
MCF10A and MCF-7 cells treated with antisense MnSOD (10 uM), scrambled 
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MnSOD (10 \xM), mismatch MnSOD (10 \iM), and sense MnSOD (10 uM) as 
compared to controls. 

Figure 9: Chart comparing number of disease free mice at day 316 after 
treatment with various agents. 
5 Figure 10A-C: Comparison of human melanoma cells treated with 1 

(iM antisense MnSOD or 10 ul/ml Effectene. Controls are also shown. 

Figure 11 : Graph depicting viability of human melanoma treated with 
antisense MnSOD (1 \iM). 

10 Detailed Description of the Invention 

The present inventors have discovered that antisense technology can be 
used to alter the expression of antioxidant enzymes in a mammal, for example, 
by administering to the mammal an effective amount of "antisense" 
oligonucleotides. As used herein, the term "antisense" means a sequence of 

1 5 nucleic acid that is the reverse complement of at least a portion of a RNA or 
DNA molecule that codes for an antioxidant enzyme. The introduction of 
antioxidant enzyme antisense nucleic acid into a cell ex vivo or in vivo can result 
in a molecular genetic-based therapy directed to controlling the expression of 
antioxidant enzyme. Thus, the introduced nucleic acid may be useful to reduce 

20 the expression of antioxidant enzyme in mammals with an antioxidant enzyme 
malfunction disorder. For example, the administration of antisense antioxidant 
enzyme sequences may be useful to treat an antioxidant enzyme malfunction 
disorder. 

25 Development of antisense reagents for the antioxidant proteins 

Antisense oligonucleotides (also called "antisense oligos") are made for 
the major antioxidant proteins. For example, the present inventors have 
successfully made antisense oligos for Manganese Superoxide Dismutase 
(MnSOD) (human MnSOD nucleotide sequence provided in SEQ ID NO: 11, 

30 amino acid sequence provided in SEQ ID NO: 12; see Figure 1) and catalase 
(CAT) using the following strategy. First, 20-mer sequences were synthesized 
with the start codon of the coding sequence of the enzyme in question in the 
center of the oligo. Oligos were then made by shifting the start sequence 5' and 
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then 3 ' from the original sequence. For instance, for MnSOD, the following 
three oligos were made: 



5' CCG GCT CAA CAT GCT GCT AG (SEQ ID NO:l) 
5 MnSOD oligo 1 , start codon is highlighted 

5' ACA CTG CCC GGC TCA ACA TG (SEQ ID NO:2) 
MnSOD oligo 2, upstream from start codon 

10 5 ' CAT GCT GCT AGT GCT GGT GC (SEQ ID NO:3) 

MnSOD oligo 3, downstream from start codon 

The oligos can be phosphorothioated on the first six and last six bases for 
stability. For catalase, the following two constructs were made: 

15 

5 ' GGA TCC CGG CTG TCA GCC AT (SEQ ED NO:4) 
5' CAT AGC GTG CGG TTT GCT CT (SEQ ID NO:5) 
20 The following two phospholipid GPx sequences were made: 

5 ' GCC GAG GCT CAT CGC GGC GG (SEQ ID NO:6) 
5' CAA AGG CGG CCG AGG CTC AT (SEQ ID NO:7) 

25 

Development of Antisense Reagents 

In most cases overexpression of antioxidant protein protects cancer cells. 
In the clinic, the opposite effect is desired: one wants to sensitize cancer cell 
killing. Thus, it is desirable to inhibit antioxidant enzyme levels in order to 
30 sensitize to various antitumor modalities. 

For this reason, the inventors had the developmental objective of making 
antisense reagents, in particular antisense oligonucleotides. In a previous 
collaboration with Dr. Ted Dawson at Johns Hopkins, antisense MnSOD oligos 
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to rat MnSOD were made and it was shown that they inhibit MnSOD protein 
levels and lowered MnSOD activity. Gonzalez-Zulueta et al, J. of 
Neuroscience . 18, 2040-2055 (1998). In the rat malignant pheochromocytoma- 
derived cell line PC 12, antisense oligonucleotides almost completely eliminated 
5 MnSOD protein levels and catalytic activity, but had no effect on CuZnSOD. 
Cell viability was not affected by treatment with antisense oligonucleotides 
alone. Exposure of cells to antisense oligonucleotides sensitized cells 
dramatically to cell killing induced by nitric oxide or superoxide. Sense or 
random oligos with equivalent levels of phosphorothioation had no effect on 

10 MnSOD protein level, MnSOD activity, or sensitivity to killing. These results 
show that antisense oligonucleotides can specifically inhibit MnSOD and 
potentiate cell kilHng. 

It was then tested to see if this concept would work in certain cancer cell 
types because they have very low levels of MnSOD compared to normal tissue. 

15 If this were true, a therapeutic advantage could be set up with the same amount 
of antisense oligonucleotides inhibiting MnSOD to a near zero level in the 
cancer tissue while leaving appreciable levels of MnSOD in all normal tissue. 
This was an entirely new approach that was completely untested prior to the 
experiments of the present inventors. 

20 Using the methods of the present invention, the antisense 

oligonucleotides are administered by means of an intratumoral injection. The 
oligonucleotides are suspended in an appropriate solution, such as water, saline 
solution or other solution well-known in the art. 

The concentration of the oligonucleotides in the therapeutic agent is 1 to 

25 10 uM. 

The invention will be further described by reference to the following 
detailed examples. 



Examples 

30 Example 1. Synthesis of Antisense Oligonucleotides and Reduction in 
Levels of MnSOD 

All antisense oligonucleotides were synthesized. Phosphorothioate 
oligodeoxynucleotides (S-oligodeoxynucleotides), in which all phosphodiester 
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linkages were modified, were synthesized, lyophilized, diluted, and stored at - 
20°C. Oligonucleotides were chosen, purified, and used according to standard 
procedures Bito et al, Cell, 87, 1203-1214 (1996); Rothstein et al, Neuron. 16, 
675-686 (1996). Oligonucleotides were chosen to exhibit minimal self- 
complementarity according to analysis with the computer program OLIGO 4 
(National Biosciences, Plymouth, MN). All sequences chosen were specific and 
unrelated to any other sequence in GenBank. 

Antisense oligos were designed for the various antioxidant proteins. In 
the experimental tests, control cultures or animals received either no 
oligonucleotide, or sense or random oligonucleotide (in which the base 
composition and extent of phosphodiester linkages were identical to that of the 
parent antisense oligo, but the sequence was randomly assigned). Mismatch 
oligos were used as controls. Thus, controls that were used for MnSOD oligo 2 
were: 

Oligo 2 5 ' ACA CTG CCC GGC TCA ACA TG (SEQ ID NO:2) 

Sense 5 ' CAT GTT GAG CCG GGC AGT GT (SEQ ID NO:8) 

Mismatch 5 ' ACA CTA CCC AGC TCG ACA TG (SEQ ID NO:9) 
Scrambled 5 ' CTA CAG CCG GCC GTA AAC TC (SEQ ID NO: 1 0) 
Oligo 3 5 ' CAT GCT GCT AGT GCT GGT GC (SEQ ID NO:3) 



Oligos were reconstituted in serum-free medium and filtered before addition to 
the cultures. 

In order to improve penetration of the antisense oligos into certain cancer 
25 cells, various delivery vehicles can be used. For example, Lipofectamine was 
successfully used. Another vehicle that was successfully used with antisense 
oligos was DOTAP (^41<2,3-dioleoyloxy)propyl]-7V;iy;7v'-trimemylammomum 
methyl sulfate), a cationic diacylglycerol in multilamellar liposomal form. Lin 
F and Girotti AW., Archives of Biochemistry and Biophysics . 352. 51-58 
30 (1998). Before addition to cells, antisense oligos or control oligos were mixed 
with DOTAP. The proportion of oligo to DOTAP is typically 0.3:1 .0 (w/w). 
Other vehicles are available commercially. 
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Experiments were then performed with the MnSOD antisense oligos. 
First it was shown that the oligos inhibited MnSOD immunoreactive protein and 
activity. When Ul 18-9 human glioma cells were about 50% confluent, they 
were washed with serum-free media. Then 1 jj.M oligo and 8 uM Lipofectamine 
5 or 10 uM oligos and 16 uM Lipofectamine were added to the cells for 6 hours in 
serum-free media. After 6 hours, the media was removed and media with serum 
added to the cells. Cells were harvested at 24 and 48 hours after oligo treatment. 
The results are shown in Figures 2A and 2B. Oligo 2 inhibited both MnSOD 
immunoreactive protein and MnSOD activity, while oligos 1 and 3 showed no 
10 inhibition. 

Example 2. Modulation of MnSOD Activity in Tumor Cells 

The goal in this experiment was to exploit the differences between 
normal and tumor tissue by modulating manganese superoxide dismutase 
1 5 (MnSOD) activity in tumor cells to achieve tumor-specific cytotoxicity. To 
date, there is no known specific inhibitor of MnSOD. The strategy was to 
inhibit MnSOD in human tumor cell lines with an antisense 
oligodeoxynucleotide (ODN) to the MnSOD transcriptional and translational 
start sites. 

20 Human breast cancer cells, MCF-7, and human glioma cells, Ul 1 8-9 

were seeded at a density of 40 - 60 % confluency, approximately 150,000 cells 
for a 6 well dish and 300,000 cells per 60 mm dish in full media. Cells were 
allowed to attach overnight. For 6-well dishes, a final antisense treatment 
volume of 1 mL was used to cover the cells. The antisense oligomer and 

25 LIPOFECTIN® treatment was prepared. In tube A, a minimal amount of serum- 
free media and 8 \iM LIPOFECTIN® (to be combined with 1 uM oligomer) or 
16 uM LIPOFECTIN® (to be combined with 10 uM oligomer) were added to 
1.5 ml microfuge tubes to allow for micelle formation at room temperature for 
35-45 minutes. In tube B, a minimal amount of serum-free media and 1 or 10 

30 uM antisense MnSOD or catalase was added and incubated for 10-15 minutes. 
In order for the micelle to incorporate the oligomer, tube A and B was gently 
mixed together and allowed to incubate at room temperature for 10 - 15 



7 



minutes. The volume was then brought up to 1 mL for 6 well dishes, or the 
recipe was doubled for 60 mm dishes. The cells were then washed twice with 
serum-free media and the LIPOFECTIN® plus antisense oligomer mixture was 
added to the cells for 6 hours at 37°C. After 6 hours the media is changed back 
to complete media. The cells were scrape harvested at 24 or 48 hours. In order 
to see the MnSOD antisense effect, 10 nM TNFcc was added to induce the 
MnSOD protein expression when the media was changed. The media was 
changed after overnight TNFa exposure. 

After treatment with antisense human MnSOD, human glioma cells 
(Ul 18-9) and human breast cancer cells (MCF-7) displayed a 50% decreased 
MnSOD protein expression and enzyme activity compared to control treatments. 
When MnSOD was induced in Ul 18-9 cells by exposure to TNFa, cells treated 
with antisense MnSOD oligodeoxynucleotide showed a two-fold lower 
induction of MnSOD expression compared to cells treated with the 
LIPOFECTIN® alone, mismatch, scrambled, and sense oligodeoxynucleotide 
controls. 

MCF-7 xenografts were treated in vivo with antisense MnSOD by 
intratumoral injection. The results suggested that blocking MnSOD gene 
expression increased the percentage of tumor-free animals over those treated 
with LIPOFECTIN® alone, mismatch, scrambled, and sense 
oligodeoxynucleotide controls. Thus, antisense human MnSOD is effective in 
blocking the enzymatic function of MnSOD. The antisense 
oligodeoxynucleotide model is the first to inhibit human MnSOD activity 
directly and successfully. 

Example 3. Antisense Oligodeoxynucleotide Manganse Superoxide 
Dismutase Activity 

Antisense oligodeoxynucleotide (ODN) manganese superoxide 
dismutase (MnSOD) inhibits MnSOD protein expression and cell viability. 
Antisense ODN MnSOD can also inhibit tumor cell growth and prolong survival 
of nude mice. 



Materials and methods 

Cell culture: Human breast cancer cells, MCF-7, were grown in 90% 
RPMI and 10% FBS. Human non-tumorigenic epithelial cells, were grown in 
90%, 10% FBS. Human Melanoma cells, PS1273, were grown in 90% RPMI 
5 1 640 and 1 0% FBS. MCF-7 and Melanoma cell lines were grown in 100 

units/ml penicillin, 100 ng/ml streptomycin, and 0.25 ug/ml amphotericin B at 
standard conditions. Cells were seeded at a density of 40 - 60% confluencey, 
approximately 500,000 cells per 60 mm dish in full media or 1 x 10 6 cells per 
100 mm culture dish. Cells were treated as in the oligodeoxynucleotide 
10 incorporation methodology. For the clonogenic survival assay, 500 cells were 
plated per well in a 6 well plate and allowed to attach. Colonies were allowed to 
grow for 10 days. Cells were fixed and stained in 0.1% crystal violet and 2.1% 
citric acid. 

Western and Activity Gel Analysis: For western analysis, cells were 
15 scrape harvested in PBS, pelleted, and sonicated in a minimum amount of PBS. 
Protein was estimated using Bradford methodology. Ten or 30 u.g protein was 
electrophoresed and assayed for immunoreactivity. The SOD activity gel assay 
is based on the inhibition of the reduction of nitroblue tetrazolium (NBT) by 
SOD. MnSOD expression was visualized by the addition of 5 mM NaCN which 
20 inhibits CuZnSOD activity. 

In vivo experimentation: 2 x 10 6 MCF-7 cells were injected 
subcutaneously into the flank region of female nude mice (Harlan). Tumors 
were allowed to grow to approximately 70 mm 3 (5mm x 5mm x 5mm). 1 mg/kg 
ODN combined with 8 uM LIPOFECTIN® in serum free EMEM was injected 
25 intratumorally every other day for three weeks. Animal survival was noted 
every two weeks. 

When designing an antisense oligodeoxynucleotide (OND), the OND 
should be at least 11-15 nucleotides long, but no longer than 20-25 nucleotide 
bases. It should target the initiation codon (AUG/ATG). The phosphodiester 
30 bond between nucleotides should be modified to a phosphorothioated backbone 
for increased stability. G quartets should be avoided as the G residue itself can 
target hybridization to mRNA. Further, controls should be properly designed 
regarding mismatch, scrambled, and sense regions. 



Oligodeoxynucleotide Incorporation: LIPOFECTIN® TransfectionCells 
were washed with serum-free media twice. 1 uM oligomer and 8 u.M 
LIPOFECTIN® were added to cells for 6 hours in serum-free media or 10 uM 
oligomer and 16 uM LIPOFECTIN® were added to cells for 6 hours in serum- 
5 free media. After 6 hours the oligo was removed and full serum was added back 
to the dishes. Cells were harvested 24 or 48 hours post oligomer incorporation. 

Effectene Transfection: Cells were plated and allowed to attach 
overnight in complete media. 1 uM oligomer and 10 uM Effectene were 
prepared and added to culture dished and allowed to incubate for 24 hours. 
1 0 After 24 hours the oligo was removed and full serum was added back to the 
dishes. Cells were harvested 48 hours post oligomer incorporation or stained 
clonogenic survival at day 10 post transfection. 

10 uM ODN Incorporation: Cells were plated and allowed to attach 
overnight in complete media. 10 \iM oligomer was added directly into the 
15 media and allowed to incubate for 24 hours. After 24 hours the oligo was 

removed and full serum was added back to the dishes. Cells were harvested 48 
hours post oligomer incorporation or stained clonogenic survival at day 10 post 
transfection. 

20 Results 

As shown in Figures 3A-3C, transformed MCF10A and malignant MCF- 
7 breast cancer cells differ in antioxidant enzyme expression. MnSOD was high 
in MCF10A and low in MCF-7, while glutathione peroxidase (GPx) was low in 
both MCF-7 and MCF10A cell lines. As shown in Figure 4, antisense MnSOD 

25 inhibited MnSOD protein expression at 48 hours in MCF-7 cells. Catalase 
protein levels also decreased slightly. 

Breast cancer cells have decreased clonogenic survival when treated with 
1 uM antisense MnSOD and Effectene (10 jj,l/ml) for 24 hours, as shown in 
Figure 5. MCF-7 cells showed a dramatic loss of colony formation compared to 

30 the non-malignant MCF1 OA cells. Antisense MnSOD differentially inhibited 
viability of transformed verses malignant breast cancer cells, as shown in Figure 
6. Treatment of MCF10A transformed cells for 24 hours with antisense MnSOD 
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(1 u-M) decreased clonogenic survival by 50% while MCF-7 cells a surviving 
fraction of 10%. 

As shown in Figures 7 A and 7B, antisense ODN successfully inhibited 
MnSOD in MCF10A cells and MCF-7 cells. Control ODNs have no effect on 
5 the MCF1 OA cells while the scrambled and mismatch oligos may also lower 
MnSOD protein levels. The ODNs do no effect the other antioxidant enzymes 
tested. Cells were treated with 10 uM ODN only for 24 hours. 

Antisense MnSOD decreased the clonagenic survival of MCF10A and 
MCF-7 cells 3-fold verses the untreated control cells, as seen in Figure 8. 
1 0 Antisense MnSOD decreased the survival of the two cell lines by half compared 
to the ODN controls. As seen in Figure 9 MnSOD oligo 2 increased the number 
of disease free mice initially bearing MCF-7 tumors compared with control 
treated rumors at day 316. 

Human melanoma cells treated with 1 uM antisense MnSOD and 
1 5 Effectene (1 0 u.l/ml) have decreased clonogenic survival as seen in the cloning 
dishes depicted in Figures 1 OA- IOC. 

Antisense MnSOD inhibited human melanoma viability when treated 
with antisense MnSOD (1 uM) for 24 hours, as seen in Figure 11. The 
surviving fraction was only 20%, a 5-fold decrease in the clonagenic fraction. 

Conclusion 

Antisense oligodeoxynucleotide MnSOD effectively decreased the protein 
expression and clonagenic survival in both MCF10A and MCF-7 cells. The 
decrease in protein expression of MCF10A was less than that of MCF-7 cells. 
25 MCF-7 tumors treated with antisense MnSOD increased the percentage of tumor 
free animals over those treated with control ODN. 

All patents and publications are incorporated by reference herein, as 
though individually incorporated by reference. Although preferred 
30 embodiments of the invention are described herein in detail, it will be 

understood by those skilled in the art that variations and modifications may be 
made thereto without departing from the spirit of the invention or the scope of 
the invention defined by the claims. 
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